HYPOTHESES OF LOCAL CONFLICT INCIDENCE IN INDONESIA 
	Hypothesis Class
	Hypothesis
	Proxies

	Economic
	Poverty increases conflict
	- Consumption based poverty measure defined at 

District level (headcount/”depth”) 

- Relative Poverty of Village (BKKBN) as compared to district average (defined using family planning lists) 

- Village level share of unemployed

	
	Inequality among individuals increases 

conflict
	- Consumption based Gini coefficient in district

	
	Sudden loss of local income increases conflict
	- Number of poor (according to family planning lists) increased in the past year 

- Natural disaster in the past three years

	
	Economic development increases conflict
	- Does village have electricity? 

- Share of families that work outside agriculture 

- Are there residents who live outside of village for work or school? 

- Are there people who live in this village for work or school who are not residents? 

- Share of land that changed use in the past three year 

(total, sawah, forestry)  

	
	Uncertain property rights increase conflict
	- Share of privately used agricultural land that is titled, non-titled or community land 

- Variables as above cross with land scarcity indicator 

(hectare of agricultural land / population) 

- Mining and/or forestry is main source of household 

Income

	Social
	Social diversity (ethnicity/religion) 

increases conflict
	- Ethnic or religious diversity in a village 

- Majority religious group in village differs within sub-

district 

- Ethnic diversity in a sub-district or district 

- Ethnic “clustering” across villages within sub-district 

increases conflict

	
	What matters is really the types of diversity-  inequalities between groups constitute a more potent source of violent conflict than inequalities among individuals (Stewart)

- What matters is how communal/ethnic diversity is mediated through associational forms on interaction across groups (Varshney)
	- Number of religious institutions per household in 

village 

- Active faith group is present in the village 

- Differences in educational endowment across major ethnic groups in a sub-district 

- Inter-ethnic marriage exists in village 

- Average Years of Schooling in District 

-Presence of traditional/adat institutions

	Political/Institutional
	Lags/resistance in rural democratisation increases conflict
	
-Villages without a new elected village council (BPD)

	
	The absence of community watch organization increases the likelihood of 

Conflict
	-No community watch present

	
	Absence of readily accessible police presence increases the likelihood of conflict
	-Distance of nearest police post 

-Nearest police post difficult to reach 



	
	Leadership characteristics have an influence on conflict
	-Female village leadership decreases conflict


Source: Barron, Patrick, Kaiser, Kai, & Pradhan, Menno, Local Conflict in Indonesia: Measuring Incidence and Identifying Patterns, World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 3384, August 2004, p. 7-8.    
