
The reformation agendas
in 1998 are to separate
the Indonesian Natio-

nal Army (TNI) from practi-
ces that are against the prin-
ciples of a democratic state
during Soeharto era’s, to ask
their legal accountability to-
wards previous crimes and
violations, and also to build a
professional military, which
is, “trained and educated sol-
diers, well equipped, not in-
volved in political practices,
not involved in business, and
secured welfare, also to abide
the state’s political policy wi-
thin a democratic principle,
civilian supremacies, human
rights, national legal regula-
tions and international laws
which has been ratified”
(Law No. 34/2004 on TNI).

True, TNI institutionally
quickly responded the refor-
mations criticisms and de-
mands pointed to them
through paradigmatic con-
cepts amendments of redefi-
nition, repositioning and re-
actualization of TNI roles.
The government has also res-
ponded these criticism and
demands by separating TNI
and Indonesian National Po-
lice/Polri (through People’s
Consultative Assembly De-
cree No. VI/2000), regulated
the functions of TNI and Pol-
ri (People’s Consultative As-

sembly Decree No.VII/2000),
also stated Law No. 3/2002
on State Defense and Law
No. 34/2004 on TNI.

On public perception, the
quick response towards pa-
radigm changes in TNI and
its legislations has not been
optimally affected the cultu-
ral changes, the legal ac-
countability, and even the
professionalism of TNI. The
follow up towards normative
reformation of TNI by the go-
vernment has also been per-
ceived as lost in directions
within the last several years,
shown by the difficulty in
formulating the continued
reformative policy’s or over-
sight and evaluation of im-
plemented policies.

Within the 10 years of re-
formation and 63 years mo-
mentum of TNI Anniversary

in October 5, 2008, the hig-
hest civilian political autho-
rity has been perceived to
have failed in separating bet-
ween the needs of reformat-
ting TNI and the needs of
upholding TNI’s ‘political’
support. The urgency of a de-
fense functions of TNI being
an argument to cover or to
delay the opportunities to
accomplish previous cases
regarding human rights vio-
lation and TNI businesses.

Whereas, during the open-
ness of TNI for their various
internal reformation ideas,
the government and House of
Representatives can maximi-
ze their steps in completing
TNI’s reform within the le-
gislation level, the effective-
ness and efficiency of the or-
ganization posture also the
cultural changes and TNI

mindset to support their pro-
fessionalism.

The effectiveness of the
strategic role from the Minis-
try of Defense as a represen-
tation of civilian political
authority supremacy has also
been questioned by the pu-
blic. The psychological im-
pact and military politics to-
wards the Ministry of Defen-
se is still perceived domi-
nant, in terms of identifying
threats, defense posture de-
velopments, mobilization,
equipments and budgets also
towards their response re-
garding legal process that
has named various active
and retired  military officer
to the court, resolving the
military business and Milita-
ry Court Bill.

Within this situation, the
projection on continuity of
TNI’s reform must be in ac-
cordance with the demands
of the 1998 reformation to
avoid misperceptions of poli-
tical camouflage in respon-
ding recent public pressure.
The government, House of
Representatives and TNI
should be aware that refor-
mation within the TNI will
become a significant starting
point towards the defense
power development to enable
the protection of the sove-
reignty, territory and the citi-
zens of Unitary States of the
Republic of Indonesia ahead.

Civil society communities
also expected to put more
pressure, regarding the eva-
luation of TNI’s reform dyna-
mic and the resistances deve-
loped inside the government
and TNI itself towards refor-
mation issues.

The practices of military
business, corruptions as well
as crime and democratic prin-
ciples abuses must always be
criticized, through publica-
tions and other advocacy
forms. Without such efforts by
civil society, TNI’s reform will
remain utopist, uncorrected
and fail to come to strategic
reformation. ADVERTORIAL
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